The clinical outcomes of antimicrobial therapy in pediatric patients with nontyphoid salmonellosis with different levels of severity.
To evaluate if a severity score could differentiate the severity of children with nontyphoid salmonellosis; clinical outcomes of antimicrobial therapy in nontyphoid salmonellosis children with different severities. Admitted children with nontyphoid salmonellosis from 1996 to 2009 were monitored. Enrolled patients were divided into no antibiotics, concordant, and discordant therapies. Besides, the patients were classified into mild, moderate, and severe group according to the severity score. Clinical outcomes were compared among them. A total of 558 patients were enrolled. In no therapy subset, compared with mild group, patients had worse clinical outcomes and more complications in severe group. Patients receiving no therapy had better clinical outcomes in mild group. However, patients receiving concordant therapy (ceftriaxone) had better clinical outcomes in severe group. The severity score and local antibiotic susceptibility could serve as guides for antibiotic prescription for severe nontyphoid salmonellosis in children. Inappropriate antibiotic use would worsen clinical outcomes in children with mild nontyphoid salmonellosis.